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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1,6,7, 27, 28, 29 and 37 are amended, claims 3-5 are canceled in the 
amendment filed on 07/26/2004. Claims 1-2, 6-37 are pending in this application. 

Continued Prosecution Application 

2. The request filed on 07/26/04 for a Request For Continued Application (RCE) 
under 37 CFR 1.53(d) based on parent Application No. 09/832572 is acceptable and a 
RCE has been established. An action on the RCE follows. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Shelley M. Beckstrand Reg. No. 24,886 on 09/26/2004. 

Blease_canceLand^amend=the=applicationas follow: 

Please replace claim 1 with;-A method for for processing index numbers of 
accounts payable records from a plurality of accounts payable systems to identify 
duplicate records among mu l t i ple systems , comprising the steps of: 



loading first records having an index number into a database from a plurality of 
accounts payable systems during a first predetermined time period; 
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for each record having said index number, searching said database for another 
record, loaded during a second earlier time period, having the same index 
number and replacing said another record, if found, with said first record; 

comparing each first record for which no matching index number record was 
found with all other first records for which no matching index number record was 
found; 

comparing each of said first records for which no matching index number record 
was found with all the other records including the replaced records in said 
database; 

generating reports of the comparing steps, the reports listing records which 
compared; and 

eliminating from said database said first records deemed to have compared. 

Please replace claim 7 with;- A method for capturing packets of possible 

duplicate invoices for duplicate invoice analysis, comprising the steps of: 

preparing a set of invoices including all invoices from all of a plurality of accounts 
payable systems for different entities within an enterprise; 
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removing selected invoices from said set of invoices based upon first expert 
criteria to form an investigative packet; 

maintaining as a first subset of said investigative packet a collection of current 
invoices that have not yet been paid; 

maintaining as a second subset of said investigative packet a collection of history 
invoices that have been paid; 

generating based on second expert criteria from said current invoices and said 
history invoices a plurality of intermediate packets of invoices exhibiting a same 
behavior, each said intermediate packet including at least one invoice from said 
collection of current invoices; 

dropping packets from said plurality of intermediate packets based on third 
expert criteria; 

flagging invoices in remaining intermediate packets based on fourth expert 
criteria; - 

dropping from said remaining intermediate packets to form a final set of packets 
invoices which have not been flagged; and 

generating from said final set of packets a first report of invoices having same 
invoice numbers and vendor numbers, a second report of invoices having similar 
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vendor names and same invoice amounts; a third report of invoices having 
similar invoice dates and invoice amounts differing only on flagged conditions; a 
fourth report of invoices having same invoice amounts and invoice numbers but 
not same date and vendor name; a fifth report of invoices having same invoice 
numbers and vendor names but not same vendor number and invoice amount; 
and a sixth report of invoices having same invoice numbers, vendor name and 
invoice amounts, irrespective of invoice date- 

Please replace claim 26 with;--A program storage device readable by a machine, 
tangibly embodying a program of instructions executable by a machine to perform 
method steps for processing index numbers of accounts payable records from a 
plurality of accounts payable systems to duplicate records, said method steps 
comprising: 

loading first records having an index number into a database during a first 
predetermined time period; 

- — for each record having said index number, searching said database for another 
record, loaded during a second earlier time period, having the same index 
number and replacing said another record, if found, with said first record; 

comparing each first record for which no matching index number record was 
found with all other first records for which no matching index number invoice was 
found; 
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comparing each of said first invoices for which no matching index number record 
was found with all the other records including the replaced records in said 
database; 



generating reports of the comparing steps, the reports listing records which 
compared; and 

eliminating from said database said first records deemed to have compared.— 

Please replace claim 28 with;--A program storage device readable by a machine, 
tangibly embodying a program of instructions executable by a machine to perform 
method steps for capturing packets of possible duplicate invoices for duplicate invoice 
analysis, said method steps comprising: 

preparing a set of invoices including all invoices from all from all of a plurality of 
accounts payable systems for different entities within an enterprise; 



removing selected invoices from said set of invoices based upon first expert 
criteria to form an investigative packet; 

maintaining as a first subset of said investigative packet a collection of current 
invoices that have not yet been paid; 
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maintaining as a second subset of said investigative packet a collection of history 
invoices that have been paid; 

generating based on second expert criteria from said current invoices and said 
history invoices a plurality of intermediate packets of invoices exhibiting a same 
behavior, each said intermediate packet including at least one invoice from said 
collection of current invoices; 

dropping packets from said plurality of intermediate packets based on third 
expert criteria; 

flagging invoices in remaining intermediate packets based on fourth expert 
criteria; and 

dropping from said remaining intermediate packets to form a final set of packets 
invoices which have not been flagged.- 

Please replace claim 29 with; -A system for capturing packets of possible 

duplicate invoices for duplicate-invQice-analysis r comprising : — 

a set of invoices including all invoices from all of a plurality of accounts payable 
systems of an enterprise; 

an investigative packet formed by removing selected invoices from said set of 
invoices based upon first expert criteria; 
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a first subset of said investigative packet including a current file of invoices that 
have not yet been paid; 

a second subset of said investigative packet including a history file of invoices 
that have been paid; and 

a plurality of intermediate packets of invoices generated based on second expert 
criteria from said first and second subsets for storing invoices exhibiting a same 
behavior, said packet including at least one invoice from said of current file; and 

a plurality of reports generated from a plurality of said packets including a first 
report of invoices having same invoice numbers and vendor numbers, a second 
report of invoices having similar vendor names and same invoice amounts; a 
third report of invoices having similar invoice dates and invoice amounts differing 
only on flagged conditions; a fourth report of invoices having same invoice 
amounts and invoice numbers but not same date and vendor name; a fifth report 
of invoices having same invoice numbers and vendor names but not same 
vendor number and invoice amount; and a sixth report of invoices having same 

invoice numbers, vendor name and invoice amounts, irrespective of invoice 

date.-- 

Please replace claim 36 with; -A computer program product or computer 
program element for processing index numbers of accounts payable records from a 
plurality of accounts payable systems to identify duplicate records according to method 
steps comprising: 
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loading first records having an index number into a database during a first 
predetermined time period; 

for each record having said index number, searching said database for another 
record, loaded during a second earlier time period, having the same index 
number and replacing said another record, if found, with said first record; 

comparing each first record for which no matching index number record was 
found with all other first records for which no matching index number invoice was 
found; 

comparing each of said first invoices for which no matching index number record 
was found with all the other records including the replaced records in said 
database; 

generating reports of the comparing steps, the reports listing records which 
compared; and 



eliminating from said database said first records deemed to have compared. ~ 

Please replace claim 37 with; -A computer program product or computer 
program element for capturing packets of possible duplicate invoices for duplicate 
invoice analysis according to method steps comprising: 



Application/Control Number: 09/832,572 
Art Unit: 2172 



Page 10 



preparing a set of invoices including all invoices from all of a plurality of accounts 
payable systems for different entities within an enterprise; 

removing selected invoices from said set of invoices based upon first expert 
criteria to form an investigative packet; 

maintaining as a first subset of said investigative packet a collection of current 
invoices that have not yet been paid; 

maintaining as a second subset of said investigative packet a collection of history 
invoices that have been paid; 

generating based on second expert criteria from said current invoices and said 
history invoices a plurality of intermediate packets of invoices exhibiting a same 
behavior, each said intermediate packet including at least one invoice from said 
collection of current invoices; 

dropping packets from said plurality of intermediate packets based on third 
expert-criteria ; 

flagging invoices in remaining intermediate packets based on fourth expert 
criteria; and 

dropping invoices which have not been flagged from said remaining intermediate 
packets to form a final set of packets.- 

Allowable Subject Matter 
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3. Claims 1-2, 6-37 are allowed over prior art of record. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 

As to claims 1 , 26 and 36, none of the prior art made of record alone or 
incombination neither teach or suggest "for each record having said index number, 
searching said database for another record, loading during a second earlier time period, 
having the same index number and replacing said another record, if found, with said 
first record; comparing each first record for which no matching index number record was 
found with all other first records for which no matching index number record was found;" 
in conjunction with other limitations "loading first records having an index number into a 
database from a plurality of accounts payable systems during a first predetermined time 
period; comparing each of said first records for which no matching index number record 
was found with all the other records including the replaced records in said database; 
generating reports of the comparing steps, the reports listing records which compared; 
and eliminating from said database said first records deemed to have compared." 

Claim 2 is depended on claim 1 , therefore, claim 2 is allowable under the same 
reason. 

As,to-claims„6-and = 27,,none = oUhe.prior art-made of-record-alone o r - 

incombination neither teach or suggest "maintaining a compact database by entering 
invoice data to said compact database from a plurality of accounts payable systems for 
payment at a later date and removing canceled invoice documents and invoice 
documents older than a predetermined period; responsive to submission of an invoice 
with a null invoice indicia field entering date indicia in said null invoice indicia field; 
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extracting data from said compact database by matching on suppliers invoice indicia 
name, date and amount; 

checking said compact database for duplicate invoices before said later date; and 
producing said report from said data." 

As to claims 7, 28-29 and 37, none of the prior art made of record alone or 
incombination neither teach or suggest " preparing a set of invoices including all 
invoices from all of a plurality of accounts payable systems for different entities within an 
enterprise; removing selected invoices from said set of invoices based upon first expert 
criteria to form an investigative packet; maintaining as a first subset of said investigative 
packet a collection of current invoices that have not yet been paid; maintaining as a 
second subset of said investigative packet a collection of history invoices that have 
been paid; generating based on second expert criteria from said current invoices and 
said history invoices a plurality of intermediate packets of invoices exhibiting a same 
behavior, each said intermediate packet including at least one invoice from said 
collection of current invoices; dropping packets from said plurality of intermediate 
packets based on third expert criteria; flagging invoices in remaining intermediate 

packets based on fourth expert criteria; dropping from said remaining intermediate 

packets to form a final set of packet to form a final set of packets invoices which have 
not been flagged; and generating from said final set of packets a first report of invoices 
having same invoice numbers and vendor numbers, a second report of invoices having 
similar vendor names and same invoice amounts; a third report of invoices having 
similar invoice dates and invoice amounts differing only on flagged conditions; a fourth 
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report of invoices having same invoice amounts and invoice numbers but not same date 
and vendor name; a fifth report of invoices having same invoice numbers and vendor 
names but not same vendor number and invoice amount; and a sixth report of invoices 
having same invoice numbers, vendor name and invoice amounts, irrespective of 
invoice date." 

Claims 8-25 and 30-35 are depended on claims 7, 28-29, and 37, therefore, they 
are allowable under the same reason. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Contact Information 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Baoquoc N. To whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
1949 or via e-mail BaoquocN.To@uspto.gov. The examiner can normally be reached 
on Monday-Friday: 8:00 AM -4:30 PM, EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Breene can be reached at (703) 305-9790. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
3900. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 . 

The fax numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned are as follow: 

(703) 872-9306 [Official Communication] 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to: 
Crystal Park II 
2121 Crystal Drive 
Arlington, VA 22202 
Fourth Floor (Receptionist). 




Baoquoc N. To 
September 5, 2004 



